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An Unbroken Spirit:
A Century Since the 1924 Georgian Uprising
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September 27, 2024

Victims of Communism Museum
Washington, D.C.
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Remembering 1924

After Soviet Russia invaded and occupied Georgia in 1921—despite recognizing its independence a year
earlier—it quickly dismantled individual and civil liberties and launched large-scale repression. Political
parties, trade unions, and civic organizations were banned, and dissent was brutally suppressed. Yet, the
Georgian people responded with fierce resistance.

Between 1921 and 1922, several armed uprisings erupted across Georgia. These acts of defiance were
met with severe repression by Soviet authorities, who crushed the uprisings with extraordinary brutality.
Despite this, Georgian political parties—operating underground after being outlawed—formed the
Independence Committee. This unified body sought to prepare for a broader uprising to restore
Georgia's independence.

The culmination of this resistance came in August 1924. Despite calls from the Georgian government-in-
exile to wait for a more favorable international climate or to unite the entire Caucasus in revolt, the level
of discontent in Georgian society made delay impossible. The uprising aimed to expel the Russian
occupation forces, re-establish Georgia's independence, and restore democratic governance.

The uprising saw initial success, particularly in Western Georgia, where insurgents captured Soviet
officials but refrained from executing them, opting instead to bring them before an independent court
for a fair trial. However, the Soviet regime quickly responded, and the Cheka (Soviet secret police) and
the Red Army brutally crushed the uprising.

The aftermath was devastating. Thousands of Georgians were executed or sent to labor camps,
including 12 members of Georgia's first democratically elected parliament, civil society leaders,
students, ethnic minorities, and ordinary citizens. Many were shot at point-blank range without trial.
These atrocities occurred even as a moratorium on the death penalty was in effect elsewhere in the
Soviet Union. The Soviet authorities used Georgia as a testing ground for the methods of repression and
cruelty that would later become hallmarks of Stalinist terror.

The exact death toll remains unknown. Historians estimate the number of victims at about 4,000 to
5,000. The Soviet regime did everything it could to erase the memory of the 1924 uprising and the
people who took part in it. However, some participants managed to escape and share their stories,
preserving the legacy of one of the most dramatic events in Georgia's 20th-century history.

As we honor the victims of the 1924 anti Soviet national uprising, we also pay tribute to those who

continue the fight for European and democratic future in Georgia, Ukraine, and beyond. Just as in 1924,
the unified support of the United States and the Free World remains vital for the survival of democracy
and liberty.



Schedule of Events

4:30 - 5:00 PM Check-in and Welcome
5:00 - 5:45 PM Panel Presentation by Featured Speakers
5:45 - 6:30 PM Reception with Poster Exhibit and Live Music

Musical program by Georgian-Ukrainian singer-songwriter, Sophie Villy.
Short film about 1924.

Information about Harvard University Program on Georgian Studies and

Veterans Charitable Foundation work available on display.

Featured Speakers

Dr. Stephen F. Jones,

Harvard University

Giorgi Kandelaki, Soviet Past

Research Laboratory

Irakli Khvadagiani, Soviet Past

Research Laboratory

Dr. Malkhaz Toria, Ilia State University

and Harvard University




About the Host

Georgian Association

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, INC

Founded in 1932 by a group of dedicated Georgian patriots who immigrated
to the United States following Russia's occupation of Georgia in 1921 and the
unsuccessful revolt in 1924, the Georgian Association in the USA has a rich
history rooted in the pursuit of independence and democracy. The founders—
Dimitri Alavidze, Siko Eristavi, Vano Kobakhidze, Paul Kvaratskhelia, George
Matchabeli, and Irakli Orbeliani—were committed to reestablishing a sovereign
democratic state.

As the oldest non-profit organization established by Georgians in the U.S.,
the Association became a charitable 501(c)(3) corporation in 1960. It has played
a vital role in raising public awareness of the Georgian nation while preserving
Georgia's identity and culture among members of the Georgian diaspora in the
United States. The Association serves as a forum for discussing important
Georgian issues and acts as a unifying force for the community.
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Over the years, the Association has fostered strong bipartisan relationships
with U.S. senators and representatives, collaborating to promote Georgian
interests related to security, economic development, territorial integrity, culture,
and education.

In the early 1990s, Georgian Association
raised over two million dollars and
administered a program to establish the
Guivy Zaldastanishvili American Academy
in Thilisi - training its first teachers in the US
and supporting the administration of its
startup. In the United States, we support
Georgian Heritage and language schools in
Washington DC and California.

We foster close links between the US and Georgia, and encourage closer
political, economic and cultural ties between the two countries.

We support fundraising for American efforts linked to Georgia such as
filmmaking and music, and are close partners with the American Friends of
Georgia and the America-Georgia Business Council.




The Association has organized a diverse array of events and programs such as
book reading series, movie screenings, discussions with the translators of
Georgian literature and poetry, as well as prominent Georgian female artists,
We have also hosted webinars on the history of the first democratic republic
and contemporary topics such as security, the rule of law, and comparative
legal analysis of foreign influence laws.

Georgian Association is a founding member of the Central & East European
Coalition (CEEC), which has cooperated since 1994 in calling attention to
issues of mutual concern, especially as regards United States policy toward
Central and East Europe.

The Coalition has cooperated on a wide range of |
issues including calling attention to Russia’s
policies toward its neighbors, NATO enlargement,
and U.S. assistance programs for the region.

In 2022, Georgian Association joined the
American Coalition for Ukraine and advocates for
US support to Ukraine and Black Sea security. Our ‘
advocacy efforts continue our historic
engagement with the US legislature in support of
Georgia’'s Euro-Atlantic integration and NATO
membership.

In 2023, we proudly celebrated the 105th anniversary of the Independent Georgian
Republic at the U.S. Senate, uniting Georgian and American supporters while
showcasing contemporary Georgian music and art.

Through our efforts to promote
Georgian traditions and culture, we
aim to strengthen the community of
American Georgians and inform the
broader American public about the
unique aspects of Georgian culture
and its contributions to the
multicultural American experience.




Georgian Association in the USA Presidents

George Matchabeli
1932-1935

Irakli Orbeliani
1935-1941

Paul Kvaratskhelia
1941-1945

Artchil Gourielli
1945-1947

Tamara Kvaratskhelia
1947-1950

Leo Dumbadze
1950-1956

Vano Kobakhidze
1956-1958

Othar Zaldastani, S.D.
1958-1965

Dimitry Alavidze
1965-1966

Guivy Zaldastani
1966-1974

Elsa Tsomaia
1074-1977

Sandro Baratheli
1977-1985

Aftandil Papiashvili, MD
1985-1989

Dillary M. Pirts
1989-1991

Lado Goudjabidze
1991-1992

Guivy Zaldastani
1992-1995

Elizabeth Zaldastani Napier
1995-2001

Nino Japaridze
2001-2006

Mamuka Tsereteli
2006-2016

Elisso Kvitashuvili
2016 - 2020

Veronika Metonidze
2020 - 2024

Salome Tsereteli-Stephens
2024-current



About SovlLab Research and Projects

The Soviet Past Research Laboratory (Sovlab) is a leading Georgian think
tank established in 2010 and dedicated to researching Georgia's Soviet
totalitarian past and countering the weaponization of memory by
Russian disinformation. From 2010 to the present, the organization has
conducted research on key issues in Georgia's modern history that have
been distorted by decades of Soviet propaganda.

The topics Sovlab has addressed include the legacy of the Democratic
Republic of Georgia and its democratic institutions, the Soviet invasion
and occupation of Georgia, organized anti-communist resistance against
the Soviet occupation, Soviet totalitarian terror, the post-Stalin era, and
the late Soviet period leading to the restoration of independence. Sovlab
has published more than 20 books and numerous articles, and hosted
conferences, talks, roundtable discussions, film screenings, and
exhibitions. Additionally, it has digitized numerous archival and other
audiovisual materials and made them accessible to the wider public.

The Next Big Idea: Protection, Preservation, and Memorialization of
Soviet Terror Memory Sites: The 1924 Uprising Museum in Telavi

We are at a pivotal moment in Georgian history where the memory of the
1924 Uprising against Soviet occupation urgently heeds commemoration.
This project is seeking supporters to transform the historic Cheka
headquarters in Telavi into a dedicated museum, ensuring that the
sacrifices of thousands are not forgotten.

The Cheka headquarters, a haunting symbol of repression, still stands,
containing original prison cells and visible scars from its brutal past.
However, it is at risk of collapse and potential demolition. The initiative
seeks to preserve the Cheka building, create a museum honoring the
uprising and its victims, engage local communities—especially youth—in
memorialization, and foster understanding of the Soviet regime's impact
on Georgian society.

This museum will be Georgia's only dedicated site for the 1924 Uprising,
providing an educational platform to confront the consequences of the
Soviet regime. By fostering public discourse, SovLab aims to counteract
attempts to glorify a traumatic past, ensuring that the lessons of history,
particularly regarding human rights and the rule of law, are imparted to
future generations.



About Veterans Charitable Foundation

The Veterans Charitable Foundation (VCF) was born out of a deep
commitment to serving those who served. In 2010, LTC David
Khorguashvili (Ret) found himself on the front lines of a different battle—
not in the field, but in the quiet hospital rooms of wounded soldiers. While
escorting these soldiers from Afghanistan to Landstuhl Medical Center, he
witnessed their pain, resilience, and the long, challenging road to
recovery. His time spent with them left an indelible mark.

In the years that followed, David built strong connections with veterans
from both the U.S. and Georgia, visiting them regularly throughout their
rehabilitation. When he moved to the U.S. in 2017, David started working
as a contractor with the Department of Defense, serving alongside Army
and Marine units.

These experiences deepened his understanding of the needs of veterans
and the urgent gaps in support that many face. Realizing the power of
collective action, David, along with a group of like-minded coworkers,
took the bold step to start raising funds from their own paychecks,
providing financial assistance to veterans in dire situations. What began as
a small initiative among friends soon grew into something much bigger.
By 2021, the passion and dedication of David and his closest allies led to
the formal establishment of the Veterans Charitable Foundation, co-
founded by David, Ariadna Jakhua, and George Kurtskhalia. Their shared
vision is clear: no veteran, regardless of their nationality, should be left
behind when they need help the most.

VCF mission is to provide emergency financial
and humanitarian support to veterans of the
U.S. Armed Forces, veterans of allied nations,
and their families. VCF is dedicated to helping
those in need of: Urgent medical assistance -
Physical and mental rehabilitation - Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder - Prevent veteran
suicide - Access to vocational education and
training. The Foundation's work is rooted in 3
compassion and an unwavering commitment to
serving those who have sacrificed so much.
Whether it's offering financial support during a
medical crisis or helping veterans reintegrate
into civilian life through training, standing by
their side every step of the way.




About the Program on Georgian Studies

Advancing the study of Georgia and the South Caucasus through
research, scholarly and cultural exchange, teaching, and outreach. Davis
Center's Program on Georgian Studies fosters research on Georgia and
the South Caucasus at Harvard, facilitates collaboration between
Georgian and American scholars, students, and artists, and enhances the
broader community's understanding of the region.

The program offers opportunities for students, junior scholars, and faculty
from Harvard and Georgia, and for artists from both Georgia and the U.S.
Scan the QR code for the website, where you will find information about
grants, fellowships, travel, summer internships, and classes providing
different ways to engage with Georgian studies.

Khachapuri and Fries - a research project on
the history, culture, and politics of the Georgian
Diaspora in the USA. Initiated by the Program
on Georgian Studies at the Davis Center at
Harvard. The program goal is to preserve,
record, and analyze the life of the Georgian
Diaspora in the USA from the earliest
immigrants’ arrivals in the late nineteenth
century to the present day. This project is a site
for academic research as well as a space for
the preservation and recording of Georgian
Diasporic life in the USA over the last century.

Thanks to the event supporters and volunteers

Elizabeth Zaldastani Napier Marita Genebashvili

Nino Japaridze Amy Engbrecht

Amb. Richard Miles and Mrs. Sharon Miles Elene Japaridze

Mariam Ghreuli Manana Gagua

Salome Beburidze Tea Beritashvili

Ekaterine Tsiklauri Tamara Demuria

Natia Zakradze David Khorguashvili

Sophio Devnosadze Tamara Kalandiya

Maya Hall Thea Tsurtsumia

Sophie Villy Shalva Bibilashvili %/
Maya Turashvili Elizabeth Bailey Napier /
EkaYterine Matskepladze e /



For more information about the

organizations, scan the QR codes
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Thanks to our Generous

Corporate Sponsors

. Gendelberg Law, PLLC

Gendelberg Law is a dedicated team of experienced attorneys, paralegals, and
support professionals. They specialize in a range of cases, including political asylum,
marriage, VAWA, release from detention centers, and representation at Master and
Individual Hearings, as well as cases involving extraordinary abilities. Committed to
achieving the best possible results for their clients, Gendelberg Law is located in NYC,
and serves clients across the United States.

#,® Global Analytics
:{’ & Advisory Services

Global Analytics and Advisory Services offers comprehensive public relations and
communications services. The firm specializes in providing strategic research and
advisory solutions to clients around the globe, with a dedicated focus on advancing
their missions. Committed to delivering insights and support that drive success, Global
Analytics and Advisory Services is a trusted partner for organizations seeking to
enhance their impact.

Alexander Kartveli Association
www.alexanderkartveli.com

The story of Alexander Kartveli and his contributions to aviation science and US-
Georgian relations is one of courage, freedom and perseverance. Since 2014,
Alexander Kartveli Association has worked to preserve this history by collecting rare
footage, images and artifacts about Alexander Kartveli.



