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Peter F Skinner

• Born in 1938 in the United Kingdom, Peter served in the Royal Navy, 
graduated from Oxford University, and moved as a young man to the 
United States  

• There, he taught at the private schools and worked in various places, 
including the United Nations

• One of his passions for life is travelling, which he has done a lot, and 
visited many countries throughout the decades

• Beginning in 2006, Peter became interested in Georgia in particular, to 
which he devoted the last 20 years of his studies 



travels of a modern-day Marco Polo, who did not bypass Georgia

Instead, Peter 
left his 
heart there 
forever…



Editorial activities

• Along with his travels in Georgia, Peter started contributing to 
publications as an English-language editor

• Proceedings of the Vakhtang Beridze International Symposia, 
held in Tbilisi in 2008 and 2009 by the Georgian Arts and 
Culture Center, were among the first

• Since then, as Anglophone historian, Peter has contributed to 
numerous collections and monographs by Georgian 
editors/authors



Georgia: The land below the Caucasus

• In 2014, Peter’s Georgia: The Land Below The Caucasus: A Narrative 
History was published by Narikala Publications

• This comprehensive, 500-page-long, and reader-friendly book came 
with a vast amount of material, previously unknown to local, as well as 
international historians, studying the history of Georgia

• The book gained recognition worldwide, with the field’s leading Ivane 
Javakhishvili Institute of History and Ethnology’s director formally 
recognizing its significance on the back of the book  



Translated/Edited books

• Later, again with Narikala Publications, Peter 
produced two other books, worth authorship 
due to the amount of his efforts:

• Excursions in the Caucasus by Carla Serena, 
which he translated from the French (2015)

• And Twenty-Five Years in the Caucasus by 
Arnold L. Zisserman, which he filled with 
extensive editorial notes (2017)



Peter’s guests and stories around his table



advocating for Georgian Arts, Culture, and History



major donation to Georgia

• In 2024 and 2025, with the efforts of Maia Simonishvili, curator for 
Anglo-American Hall, and the Rodzianko family’s sponsorship in 
delivery, Peter donated his own private collection of books in 65 boxes, 
all devoted to Georgian Studies, to the National Library of Georgia

• The collection includes a unique selection of books by foreign travelers 
to Georgia, assembled during decades of research, many of which were 
absent from Tbilisi library shelves, while nowhere else in the world was 
there such a comprehensive collection, making the gift exceptionally 
valuable



The Georgian association award

• The Georgian Association in the USA is the oldest organization of 
its kind, established in 1932 by émigré intellectuals

• The association, during its almost century-long history, has 
supported and facilitated two-sided Georgian-American 
relationships, and since 1998, recognizes individuals and 
organizations who contribute to Georgian culture or strengthen 
U.S.-Georgia relations

• For the year 2026, Peter F Skinner has been selected for his 
exceptional contribution to Georgian Studies
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